
The simple and popular solution would be 
to move the books up higher and out of his 
reach, but we are limited by only having so 
much shelf space and we already have books 
stacked on top of the shelves, as well as in 
boxes. This meant my husband and I had to 
be more creative when it came to baby 
proofing our living room, which resulted in 
a few thinking outside the box methods of 
baby proofing our home

When Oliver started crawling the first thing 
he was interested in was the books on the 
bottom shelves of our bookcases in the 
living room. The bigger they were, the 
more fun it was to pull them off the shelf 
and put the cover and the pages directly in 
his little mouth. At first I threw an old sheet 
over top of the books. This worked for a 
little while, but then my smart little boy 
discovered he could just pull the sheet and 
he was once again able to reach for the 
treasure he so wanted. To fix this problem, I 
added some button holes to the sheet?s sides 
and placed self-adhesive removable hooks 
on our bookshelves. N ow we can simply 
shut the books away and  Oliver can?t crawl 
behind the sheet to pull the out the 
books.The day Oliver went for the 
bookshelves, it dawned on me that the rest 
of my living room wasn?t a very safe place 
for a mobile baby. The first thing I thought 
of was the wires from our T V and  gaming 
systems. I turned to Pinterest for 
suggestions. There I found an idea that I 
loved ? hiding the wires in a cardboard box. 
N ow that I have a child, I always have 
empty diaper boxes on hand, so I grabbed 
one and cut a hole in the front and back and 
put the power bar inside. The hole in the 
back is for the wires that was plugged into 
the wall and the hole in the front is to give 

my husband and I easy 
access to the on/off 
switch. As of now, 
Oliver hasn?t noticed 
the hole in the front, 
but when he does I 
plan to attach a door 
by cutting out a 
cardboard square and 
using sticky-back Velcro 
tape to create a latch, thus giving 
us continued access to the power bar 
and keeping Oliver safe.

R ight beside the power bar are our gaming 
systems and T V. They started out hiding 
under a sheet, which we moved when we 
wanted to play a game or watch a movie. 
But, once Oliver realized that there were 
wires and shiny green buttons behind the 
sheet, this too had to be upgraded into a 
more sophisticated way of baby proofing. I 
grabbed a second box and I cut the box in 
half sideways with a pair of scissors, this 
allowed me to use the long flaps from the 
top of the box as a door. I then cut out holes 
in the back for the cords to go through. 
From there I used my Velcro tape to seal the 
door shut and I threw the sheet back on top, 
because quite frankly, it?s much prettier 
than the diaper box. 

If you have time you can 
also use some old paint to 
make the box match your 
décor. This will mean you 
can dispense with the sheet 
and still protect your child 
from any accidents. 
In the beginning, we only let Oliver play in 
the living room. However, our living room 

is 

divided 
from the 
dining room by 
our couch, and the 
gap between the couch 
and the wall is too big for a 
baby gate. This meant we didn?t 
have a way to create a play area for 
him. Instead we used our playpen that fit 
perfectly in the open space, and from then 
on it became a door until we decided that 
we were ready baby proof more of the 
house.

Hopefully by the time Oliver figures out 
how to open the Velcro door or how to 
unbutton the sheets he?ll be old enough that 
the appeal of eating the books and the 
gaming systems will no longer be so 
tantalizing.

Now that my son, Oliver, 
is furniture creeping he?s 

exploring more of his 
surroundings, like the 

third shelf on our 
bookcase. 


